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PROGRAM
The King’s Singers
Stacey V. Gibbs
William Byrd
Beth Orton arr. Christopher Bruerton
Michel Legrand arr. Richard Rodney Bennett

This Little Light of Mine
Sing Joyfully
Call Me the Breeze
One Day

Cathedra conducted by Michael McCarthy
Andrea Ramsay
Eli Hooker Reese (prize-winner—world premiere)
Parker Kitterman (prize-winner—world premiere)

Luminescence
When All Falls Silent
The Singing Bowl

Interview with Charles Anthony Silvestri
Cathedra conducted by Michael McCarthy
Eric Whitacre
Jeremy Beck (prize-winner—world premiere)

Sleep
Invitation to Love

The King’s Singers
Geert D’hollander (prize-winner—world premiere)
Toby Hession
James MacMillan
Kacey Musgraves arr. Pat Dunachie
Queen arr. Nick Ashby

When All Falls Silent
Master of Music
O, chì, chì mi na mòrbheanna
Rainbow
Good Old-Fashioned Lover Boy

Please join the performers, New Music Prize composers and members of the jury
for a live Q&A on Zoom following the Prize celebratory concert.
Before the broadcast, concert ticket holders will be sent the final event booklet with a link to the Q&A.
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THE KING’S SINGERS

Gabriela Lena Frank

Elise Bradley

Throughout history, music has provided hope and healing at some of our
societies’ most challenging times. Following two hugely successful composition
competitions (“A Carol for Christmas”) in the United Kingdom, in association
with King’s College Cambridge and Music Productions, we launched The King’s
Singers New Music Prize in the U.S. and Canada to recognize, develop, and
encourage creativity in today’s world—in the hope of leaving it a musically richer
place than we found it.

Stacey V. Gibbs

Hundreds of submissions across four categories, one series of free digital
masterclasses, and a panel of eight world-renowned judges later, we are thrilled
finally to reveal the names of all of our winning and commended composers and
their compositions. The New Music Prize has been generously supported by
Ronald C. Gunnell and The King’s Singers Global Foundation, and forms part of
the Foundation’s vision for #FindingHarmony in our divided world.

Jonathan Howard

— The King’s Singers

Winners were selected by an
illustrious jury chaired by multiaward winning composer Gabriela
Lena Frank, alongside Artistic
Director Toronto Children’s Chorus,
Elise Bradley MNZM; composer/
arranger, Stacey V. Gibbs; The
King’s Singers’ bass, Jonathan
Howard; former King’s Singer
and educator, David Hurley;
Director of Music, Washington
National Cathedral, Canon Michael
McCarthy; conductor, composer
and Director of the Young
People’s Chorus of New York City,
Francisco J. Núñez; and conductor,
composer and Music Director of the
Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square,
Dr. Mack Wilberg.

David Hurley

“In a year full of challenges,
setbacks and divisions,” said
composer, conductor and
juror Francisco Núñez,
“we were all profoundly
encouraged and inspired
by the number of first-rate
composers across North
America who felt moved to
write a new piece of music
for this competition. We are
thrilled finally to be able to
acknowledge all of our winning
and commended entrants, and
to congratulate them for such
accomplished composing.”

Michael McCarthy

Francisco J. Núñez

Mack j. Wilberg

WINNING COMPOSERS
Eli Hooker Reese (MN) • When All Falls Silent
Winner, category 1 (SATB, composers under 18)
In the under-18 category, Eli Hooker Reese of Minnesota won first prize for his four-part SATB work set to
Charles Anthony Silvestri’s poem When All Falls Silent. The jury hailed his piece as a “gem of lyricism and open
voicings that truly allow for its beautiful harmonies to shine.”
I’ve grown up on an educational farm in Minnesota, surrounded by traditional music. I started
taking violin lessons at age seven, but I’ve been teaching myself piano for as long as I can
remember. My experience with the piano has recently led me to more creative outlets for
musical expression, namely songwriting, composing, and music production. These interests
have yielded several creative products, including a solo album as eli orion, an album with my
band SEDONA, and various acoustic pieces. For the last seven years, I’ve played in youth
symphony orchestras and sung in choir at school, experiences which have both been very
satisfying. My love for choral singing can be attributed to the wonderful musical community
of Minnetonka Choirs where we’ve explored fascinating pieces ranging from Eric Whitacre’s
Sleep to Paul Rudoi’s Miniyama Nayo. In May of 2019, I was introduced to The King’s Singers when I studied and
sang their arrangement of And So It Goes by Billy Joel with Minnetonka’s extracurricular Chamber Singers. Silvestri’s
poem is ripe with musical opportunities: the very first time I read When All Falls Silent, I knew the melody that would
anchor this piece. The harmony in my piece was heavily inspired by both Whitacre and another of my musical
heroes, Jacob Collier. Writing for voice is still something relatively new to me, so I feel tremendously honored to be
one of the Prize’s four winners.

Parker Kitterman (PA) • The Singing Bowl
Winner, category 2 (SATB, composers 18+)
Philadelphia-based composer, keyboardist, conductor and collaborative musician Parker Kitterman, won over
judges with his four-part SATB choral arrangement of the poem The Singing Bowl by Rev. Dr. Malcolm Guite,
earning him first place in the over-18 category. Judges applauded Kitterman’s “winning composition for being
unafraid of vocal movement and exhibiting an effortless mastery of natural-sounding text-setting amidst quickly
shifting harmonies.”
Parker Kitterman is a composer, keyboardist, conductor and collaborative musician. Since
2010 he has served as Director of Music and Organist at Christ Church, Philadelphia, where
he recently oversaw the installation and dedication of a splendid new organ, C.B. Fisk’s Op.
150. As soloist and accompanist, Parker has performed with a wide range of artists including
the International Contemporary Ensemble, the Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia, and
Singing City Choir. He holds degrees from Duke University, the Yale School of Music/Institute
of Sacred Music, and the Brussels Conservatory, where he studied on a Fulbright Fellowship.
Kitterman’s compositional output includes choral anthems and masses, art songs and
congregational hymns, solo keyboard and chamber works, and arrangements and transcriptions. His writing is born
out of a studied approach to improvisation, a literary sensitivity, and an ongoing commitment to providing fresh,
relevant material for musicians and audiences alike. One large-scale work, Requiem for the Charleston Nine—scored
for piano, organ, bass, drums, choir and soloists—was described as “producing a seamless fabric in which plainchant,
modern classical, and jazz styles not merely co-exist but come together to proffer a whole greater than the sum of
their individual parts.” Chestnut Hill Local

Jeremy Beck (KY) • Invitation to Love
Winner, category 3 (Children’s Choir)
Jeremy Beck won first prize for his composition for children’s choir. The Kentucky composer who Gramophone
magazine once described as “knowing the importance of embracing the past while also going his own way”
impressed judges with his composition of Invitation to Love by Paul Laurence Dunbar. The a cappella work left
several members of the jury longing to present it to their own youth choirs.

Jeremy’s music has been presented by New York City Opera, American Composers
Orchestra, the Louisville Orchestra, Center for Contemporary Opera, and the Apollo Chorus
of Chicago, among others. Recordings of his compositions are available on the Ablaze and
Innova labels, the most recent of which is a March 2020 release, by moonlight, a collection
of his chamber, orchestral, and vocal music. A graduate of Duke University and the Yale
School of Music, he previously was a tenured associate professor of composition and
music theory. Jeremy now practices entertainment and art law in Louisville, Kentucky.

Geert D’hollander (FL) • When All Falls Silent
Winner, category 4 (The King’s Singers)
The judges unanimously agreed that Belgian-American composer Geert D’hollander’s setting of When All
Falls Silent by Charles Anthony Silvestri for The King’s Singers was a worthy winner, citing the “closeness and
lushness of the chording and the rhythmic and metrical variations within the music and text-setting giving it a
freshness not often seen in this kind of modern writing.”
Belgian-American composer Geert D’hollander graduated with honors from the Royal
Conservatory in Antwerp, Belgium, with degrees in piano, chamber music, choral
conducting, harmony, counterpoint, fugue, composition, and he graduated with honors
from the Royal Carillon School. He has written more than 80 compositions, mostly
commissions for carillon and was first prize winner in more than 30 international
competitions.
In 1997, D’hollander was appointed as University Carillonneur and Professor of Carillon at
the University of California at Berkeley. In 2008 he was awarded the Berkeley Medal for
“Distinguished Service to the Carillon.” Before moving to Florida in 2012, D’hollander taught carillon and carillon
composition at the Royal Carillon School, and he was the city carillonneur of the historical instruments of Antwerp
Cathedral, the belfry of Ghent, and the Basilica of Lier, Belgium. Today, Geert D’hollander is the carillonneur at Bok
Tower Gardens, a National Historic Landmark in Lake Wales, Florida, one of the most unique and prestigious carillon
positions in the world. He frequently gives master classes in Europe and the U.S., and performs all over the world.
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Category 1 (SATB, u-18)

category 1 (SATB, u-18)

Emma Hennessy (NY)

When All Falls Silent

Spencer Robert Sanders (UT)

Benjamin Seonho Lee (IL)

When All Falls Silent

category 2 (SATB, 18+)

(Chair’s Commendation)

Category 2 (SATB, 18+)
Carol Barnett (MN)
Saunder Choi (CA)
Rob Dietz (CA)
Sam C. Henderson (CO)
Andrew Jonathan Maxfield (UT)

When All Falls Silent
Invitation to Love
The Gift to Sing
Invitation to Love
The Singing Bowl

The Singing Bowl

Category 4
(The King’s Singers)
Emily Mason (VA)
Invitation to Love
Till Meyn (TX)
Invitation to Love
Chun Ting (Marco) Chan (MO) When All Falls Silent
(The King’s Singers
	Commendation)

The Singing Bowl

category 3
(Children’s Choir)
Marianne Forman (CA)

The Gift to Sing

category 4
(The King’s Singers)
Yizhang Liu (MO)

Category 3
(Children’s Choir)
Jeffrey Newberry (Ontario)

Eric T Knechtges (OH)

Invitation to Love

When All Falls Silent

POETRY TEXTS
Working with historian, poet and leading choral lyricist, Charles Anthony Silvestri, five texts were identified
and offered to composers to set for submission to the New Music Prize. Sincere thanks to Charles Anthony
Silvestri for writing When All Falls Silent especially for this Prize, and to Rev. Dr. Malcolm Guite for allowing
this project to use his poem, The Singing Bowl.

Charles Anthony Silvestri • When All Falls Silent

Paul Laurence Dunbar • Invitation to Love

When all falls silent,
And the breath of life
Flows from the source
And calms the stormy sea,
My heart-song,
Always sung but seldom heard,
Rises from the mist,
Calling, calling…
Then, slowly,
I turn my gaze,
Drawn toward beauty
And the song’s amber light;
I open my soul,
And I am at peace,
I am in harmony,
Listening, listening…

Come when the nights are bright with stars
Or come when the moon is mellow;
Come when the sun his golden bars
Drops on the hay-field yellow.
Come in the twilight soft and gray,
Come in the night or come in the day,
Come, O love, whene’er you may,
And you are welcome, welcome.

James Weldon Johnson• The Gift to Sing
Sometimes the mist overhangs my path,
And blackening clouds about me cling;
But, oh, I have a magic way
To turn the gloom to cheerful day—
_____I softly sing.
And if the way grows darker still,
Shadowed by Sorrow’s somber wing,
With glad defiance in my throat,
I pierce the darkness with a note,
_____And sing, and sing.
I brood not over the broken past,
Nor dread whatever time may bring;
No nights are dark, no days are long,
While in my heart there swells a song,
_____And I can sing.

Emily Dickinson • I Had No Time to Hate
I had no time to hate, because
The grave would hinder me,
And life was not so ample I
Could finish enmity.
Nor had I time to love; but since
Some industry must be,
The little toil of love, I thought,
Was large enough for me.

You are sweet, O Love, dear Love,
You are soft as the nesting dove.
Come to my heart and bring it to rest
As the bird flies home to its welcome nest.
Come when my heart is full of grief
Or when my heart is merry;
Come with the falling of the leaf
Or with the redd’ning cherry.
Come when the year’s first blossom blows,
Come when the summer gleams and glows,
Come with the winter’s drifting snows,
And you are welcome, welcome.

Rev. Dr. Malcolm Guite • The Singing Bowl
Begin the song exactly where you are,
Remain within the world of which you’re made.
Call nothing common in the earth or air,
Accept it all and let it be for good.
Start with the very breath you breathe in now,
This moment’s pulse, this rhythm in your blood
And listen to it, ringing soft and low.
Stay with the music, words will come in time.
Slow down your breathing. Keep it deep and slow.
Become an open singing-bowl, whose chime
Is richness rising out of emptiness,
And timelessness resounding into time.
And when the heart is full of quietness
Begin the song exactly where you are.

PERFORMERS
The King’s Singers

For over half a century, The King’s Singers have been entertaining audiences all
over the world with their virtuosity and trademark British flair. The group was
officially born on May 1, 1968, when six recent choral scholars from King’s
College, Cambridge, gave their first professional concert in London. By chance,
their vocal line-up was two countertenors, a tenor, two baritones and a bass, but
this formation has stuck to this day. Since then, there have only been twenty-eight
different singers including the original six and the present line up. What’s really
distinguished the group is its musical versatility—spanning music from the Middle
Ages right up to the present day. A weekly fixture on prime-time television in their
early years, singing popular music rarely touched by choral ensembles, their
unique charm and exceptional musical craftsmanship captured audiences’ hearts
across the globe. Today, The King’s Singers are consistently welcomed on the
world’s great stages. Alongside two Grammy® Awards, an Emmy® Award, and a
place in Gramophone magazine’s inaugural Hall of Fame, The King’s Singers
were delighted to be one of WQXR’s 20 for 20 artists last year.
www.kingssingers.com

cathedra

Established in 2010, Cathedra has already achieved high acclaim, not least for its
“beautiful, blended sound” (The Washington Post). Specializing in music of both
the Renaissance and Baroque and a champion of the modern-day composer,
Cathedra is a highly skilled ensemble of professional singers and instrumentalists,
dedicated to bringing the highest form of expression to music across the ages.
Under the artistic leadership of Michael McCarthy, the ensemble is resident at
Washington National Cathedral. Exploring new boundaries of repertoire and
presentation, Cathedra tailors its programming to offer authenticity and originality
in unique and compelling ways. Canon Michael McCarthy has held the position of
Director of Music at the Washington National Cathedral since 2003. Under his
leadership, the ever-expanding and lively music department brings joyful song to
the spiritual home to our nation.

Patrick Dunachie, countertenor
Edward Button, countertenor
Julian Gregory, tenor
Christopher Bruerton, baritone
Nick Ashby, baritone
Jonathan Howard, bass

Soprano
Crossley Hawn, Victoria Woodall,
Jaely Chamberlain
Alto
Lucy McVeigh, Hannah Baslee,
Kristen Dubenion-Smith
Tenor
Kyle Tomlin, Oliver Mercer,
Jacob Perry
Bass
Jason Widney, Edmund Milly,
Gilbert Spencer

The King’s Singers Global Foundation seeks to champion music as a way to find musical and social harmony in
the world. Whether it’s audience members who come together from different walks of life united by a love of music,
or choirs who create something more beautiful than the sum of their parts, music has a powerful effect on individuals,
communities and the wider world, no matter people’s age, gender, race or circumstance. As members of The King’s
Singers, with the help of The King’s Singers Global Foundation, we are uniquely placed to find harmony around
the world given our extensive travel, our expertise in the craft of ensemble singing, our wide repertoire of musical
styles and different languages, and our network of relationships built during more than a half century of touring. The
Foundation supports a variety of key projects including: commissioning new music (with an emphasis on representing a
wide range of musical cultures), partnering with UK-based musical charities (Finding Harmony Ambassadors) to support
their work financially and musically, offering free workshops and concert tickets to choral groups around the world, and
facilitating scholarships for students to attend King’s Singers Summer Schools.
Walton Music is one of the world’s leading choral music publishers. With a catalog spanning over six decades and
music from across the globe, Walton editions are performed by professional, community, school, and church choirs
worldwide. In 1950, Norman Luboff established Walton Music as a publishing house for his choral arrangements and
compositions. Today, Walton serves the choral community by publishing works by noted composers such as Eric
Whitacre, Ola Gjeilo, Stacey V. Gibbs, and Alice Parker and by promoting both new compositions and preserving
classics such as Vivaldi’s Gloria. Editions in the Walton catalog number in the thousands. Gunilla Luboff (spouse of
the late Norman Luboff) worked for many years as the owner and editor of Walton Music. During Gunilla’s tenure, she
maintained and expanded the Walton catalog, helping it to become one of the leading choral catalogs in the United
States and a well-respected catalog across the world. Originally from Sweden, Gunilla helped to establish Walton as
a champion of Scandinavian choral music, making Scandinavian works more readily available in the United States. In
October 2013, GIA Publications, a publisher located in Chicago with a history of over 75 years, acquired the Walton
catalog. Since joining the GIA family, the Walton catalog has seen tremendous growth and an even deeper sense of
artistry. Walton is proud to represent some of the world’s best composers through the publication, promotion, and
preservation of their music.

CREDITS
The King’s Singers
Filmed by

Apple & Biscuit

Venue

St. Giles’, Cripplegate (London, UK)

Cathedra
Filmed by

Matt Echave & Jeremy Sheeler

Sound

Mark Huffman

Venue

Washington National Cathedral (Washington, DC)

New Music Prize
Producers

Music Productions Ltd
Claire Long, Meg Davies, Carolyn Soucy

Our thanks
Composers

To all the composers who submitted such creative new music to this Prize.

Jury

Gabriela Lena Frank, Elise Bradley, Stacey V. Gibbs, Jonathan Howard, David Hurley,
Michael McCarthy, Francisco J. Núñez, Mack J. Wilberg

Counsel

Charles Anthony Silvestri, Alec Harris, Susan LaBarr, Valérie
Sainte‑Agathe, Eric Whitacre, Bob Chilcott, Geoffrey Webber, and
Rev. Dr. Malcolm Guite

Support

The Dean & Staff of Washington National Cathedral, Walton Music,
The King’s Singers Global Foundation, Ronald C. Gunnell

Publicists

Bucklesweet Media

Management

Intermusica, IMG

Label

Signum Records

Ronald C. Gunnell

Grounded in the reconciling love of Jesus Christ, washington national cathedral
is a house of prayer for all people, conceived by our founders to serve as a great
church for national purposes. www.cathedral.org

3101 wisconsin ave., nw • washington, dc 20016-5098 • 202.537.6200
www.cathedral.org • @wncathedral

