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The

King’s Singers

DavidHurley,countertenor

Timothy Wayne'Wright, countertenor
PaulPhoenix,tenor
ChristopherBruerton, baritone
ChristopherGabbitas baritone
JonathanHoward, bass

Oneof the g 2 NIXmRsDcelebratedensemblesTheY A y SinQeishave a packedscheduleof
concerts,recordingsmediaand educationwork that spansthe globe Championinghe work of
young and establishedcomposersthey remain consummateentertainers a classact with a
delightfully Britishwit. From Gesualdoand GyoérgyLigetito MichaelBublé TheY A Yy SinQeis
are instantly recognisablefor their spoton intonation, impeccablevocal blend, the flawless
articulationof the text andincisivetiming.

Duringthe 2012concertseason,TheY A ySihgediswill perform acrossthe globein someof the
¢ 2 NImBsRkautiful concerthallsincludingthe SydneyOperaHouse,CarnegieHall, and the
Berlin Philharmonie TheY A y Sin@easwill travel to Australia,New Zealand France,Germany,
the US and Canada,Bulgaria, Hungary, Italy, the United Arab Emirates, Poland, Denmark,
Belgiumandthe Netherlands SwitzerlandFinland Mexico,Korea,Singaporeand China

With a discographyof well over 150 recordingsTheY A y SinQeishave garneredboth awards
and significant critical acclaim Their studio album Simple Gifts on Signumwas awarded a

Grammy®n 2009 SwimmingoverLondon adiscthat alignsKSW T | @ 2 izN.Aew Sagend

arrangementsvasreleasedin 2010 alongsidea world premiererecordingof Musicfor Vespers
by Pachelbelwith CharivariAgréable While touring the USAin February2010 TheY A y
Singersrecorded an album with the renowned ConcordiaCollege Choir which included KS
commissionsby Eric Whitacre and Bob Chilcott and was releasedin autumn 2011 A DVDof

Christmasepertoirewasreleasedor Christma2011

TheY A y'SinQetsmaintain a deep commitmentto new choral musicand have commissioned
over 200 works from a host of prominent contemporarycomposersincludingRichardRodney
Bennett, Luciano Berig Peter Maxwell Davies, Gyorgy Ligeti Gian Carlo Menotti, t | & .
_dzl | a TK&y&sﬂciPéndereckiNedRorem JohnRutter, ToruTakemitsyandJohnTavener

The Y A y Sir@eérshave an extraordinary history on television A favourite of the Mormon

TabernacleChoir,with whom they performedaspart of the Winter Olympicsthey appearedon

the Mormon Tabernacle K 2 Eli¥rdasConcertto a combinedlive audienceof 80,000which

was broadcaston PBSacrossthe USand is availableon DVD Followingtheir televisedBBC
Promsperformanceat the RoyalAlbert Hall, London(alsoavailableon DVD¢ awardeda Midem

International ClassicaRwardin January2010) they have appearedon BBCBreakfasttelevision
andperformedfrequentlyon Songf Praise

In addition to their sole? dzi O2y OSNIia ¢2NI R6ARSTI ¢KS YA
numerous workshops and master class€bey have clocked up phenomenal sales of sheet
music with over two million pieces of print in circulation with current publisher Hal
Leonard.¢ KS YAyYy3Qa {AY3ISNEQ I NNIy3aSYSyida I NB
professional ensembles the world over.

General Manager: Claire Long, Music Productions Ltd, Tel: +44 (0) 1753 783739, Email: claire@musicprods.c
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Key Events for 2012

JANUARY
Performances in the Czech Republic, United Arab Emirates, Italy, Germany, France and the U}
t KAfTALI [ gaz2yQa FAyLEf O2yOSNI 6A0GK GKS Y/{
FEBRUARY
Christopher Bruerton, the first foreigmational member, joins the group. Touring Australia and N
Zealand for the first time in 27 years: venues include Sydney Opera House, Adelaide Festival ¢
Melbourne Recital Centre and Queensland Performing Arts Centre.
MARCH
wSO2NR t | dzf ASRNUgRGURle/idtke RoyalSiccessiorD2 YYA daA 2y SR
{AY3ISNAE F2N) 6KS vdzSSyQa 5AFY2YyR WdzoAfSS &8
The group tour to the USA and Canada including 22 March at Carnegie Hall. 24 hMagch
recordingfor Naxosof Pater Nosterprogrammein Nashville, TN.
MAY
Royal Rhymes and Rountl®e KS Diamond Jubilee congarbgrammebegins its UK tour with
performances in England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
Concerts in Vaasa Choir Festivadi§ueres Catalonia.
JUNE
CD ReleasdRroyal Rhymes and RoungSignun).
CD Recording: Sessions begin for the recording dbtieat American Songbogkor release in 2013
on Signum
Concerts in the UK, Spain, France, Austria, the Netherlands and Germany.
SEPTEMBER
CD Recordingrributes to a Renaissance Mastein MemoriamJosquirDespreza KS
commissioned project from Dr. David Skinner, Cambridge University.
Concerts in Germany, Switzerland, Poland, UK and the Netherlands.
OCTOBER
Great American Songbook recording sessions.
CD Releasd?aterNosterlive recording release on Naxos.
/'5 wStSIFasSy ¢KS . S@ighunp¥ ¢KS YAy3aQa {Ay3ISNE
NOVEMBER
US tour: World premiere performance of a collaborative project (vocal and daitte] he Sean
Curran Companyvith aprogrammeto includeLeonby JobyTalbot.
DECEMBER

Christmas concerts in Scandinavia, Italy, Germany, Switzerland and the UK, finishing the year
O2yOSNIia Ay YAy3aQa / 2ff Sadlogatkali. LISt >~ / | YONAR
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Latest Releases

High Flight

A musthave for chorataficionadoseverywhere that seesThe Y A y
Singersjoin forces with The ConcordiaChoir ¢ one of the | { ! [est
collegiategroupsg to perform works by choralcomposersEricWhitacre,
BobChilcottand Morten Lauridsen

Aspart of their 40" Anniversarycelebrationsin 2008 TheY A Yy SinQeis
commissionedhree new works, of exceptionalquality, The StolenChild
by EricWhitacre (a joint commissionwith The National Youth Choirsof

GreatBritain),aswell asHighFlightand A Thanksgivindy formerY A y
SingeBobChilcott

& 6 S 3 dzhebukifyl @bl vorthy of widespreadenjoymenté
Gramophone

& ¢ Farithiblogyof modernworksby talentedmodernchoralO 2 Y LJ2 &
Thelndependentg 4 stars

G ¢ K S y{IAaTMbLEnMateskillascloseharmonya A y 3 S NA& ¢
BBQVlusicMagazineg 4 stars

Joyto the World

After the triumphant succesf the Y A Yy Sm@exslast ChristmasAlbum
released in 2003 entitted W/ K NJ &his Yhewa dsE sets an eclectic
assortmentof modern Christmasclassicswith special arrangementsof
somemuchlovedfavourites

Recordedlive at [ 2 Y R £gdoganHall in December201Q this CD
capturesthe essenceof the live Y A y SinQeitsconcert, bringingyou into
the heart of the evening The album contains a festive collection of
Christmasfavourites old and new, including Stille Nacht Joy to the
Worldandthe everamusingTheTwelveDaysof Christmas

The Y A y sin@elisappearedon the front cover of the December2011
edition of Gramophone,with the tagline & t AoOthis & S | Glifisimas
I £ 0 dzxhdthexalbumwasthen describedas LINE & S ytypisajfyFaé |
ranging,stylisticallydiverseand impeccablytuned programmeof 18 carols
frequently leavingone amazedat how six voicescan achievesuchrich
sonorityandlong, fluid lines"
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Discography

TheY A y{3Xa BBoNgretationshipwith SignumClassichiasled to 21 releaseson the label The
group has amassedboth awards and significant critical acclaim over their long and illustrious
recording career. Their recent studio album SimpleGifts on Signumwas awardeda Grammy®@®in
2009andthe Liveat the BBCPromsDVDbecamethe winner of the BestConcertDVDprize at the
MIDEM ClassicalAwards 201Q A disc of lighter repertoire, with many brand new songsand
arrangementsand severalmuchloved Y A Yy SinQeisnumbers,was releasedin June€010, entitled
Swimmingover London March 2010 saw the releaseof a world premiere recordingof Music for
Vesperdy Pachelbelvith CharivariAgréablewhichwasawardedClassiccMa | 3 | T DistS Qe
Month in May 2010amongmultiple superbreviews ForChristmas2011, the grouprleaseda DVDof
Christmasnusicrecordedat LSC5t [ dz] i§ l@@don containingmanyof their festivefavourites

In 2010the group appearedasspecialguestartists on 9 NJ &KQ i I fissNID@rdDeccalight&
Gold performing W ¢ KS®len/ K A fvliRcf) he group commissionedfrom him in their 40"
anniversaryear.
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www.kingssingers.com

General Manager: Claire Long, Music Productions Ltd, Tel: : +44 (0) 1753 783739, Email: claire@musicprods.co.uk
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Commissions

Inits43yearsthe Y A ySh@edihavecommissioned hugenumberof newworks Luminariessuchas
GyorgyLigeti, Toru Takemitsu,Peter Maxwell Davies,Ned Rorem,JohnMcCabe Eric Whitacre and
LucianoBerioheadthe list. Many of these pieceshave enteredthe regularrepertoire of other choirs
andensembles

In our fifth decadewe are keento continueand developour commissioningOverthe next few years
we planto create a set of four new works basedaround the seasonf the year for individualuse
within our standardrepertoire, but alsoas a singleentity providingan hour-long sequenceof music
following the cycleof the seasonsPeter MaxwellDavieshasalreadycontributed a work for Winter,
and we have askedJamesMacMillanto write a piece about Spring Wehopeto havethe full cycle
availablefor recordingby 2015 We believethat this quartet of compositionswill becomea wonderful
additionto the repertoire of manychoralensembles

In addition to these piecesby establishedcomposerswe are keento promote the work of younger
writers through further commissionsand composition competitions Inspiredby [ A 3 $anseRse
Madrigalsand by the wonderful Renaissanceecularworksin our repertoire, we will be launchinga
Madrigal Competitionin 2013 It is our hopeto bring a new generationof aspiringcomposerdo the
attention of choralgroupsaroundthe world.

www.kingssingers.com

General Manager: Claire Long, Music Productions Ltd, Tel: : +44 (0) 1753 783739, Email: claire@musicprods.co.uk
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Solstice
November 3¢ 15 2012 (premiere Notre Dame, USA)

i

The Y A y Sir@érsand the SeanCurran Companyare pleasedto announcea collaborative work-in

development The project, entitled Solstice,will include the piece Leonby acclaimedcomposerJoby
Talbot whichwill be sungby the sixmembersof TheKing'sSingerswhile the sixdancersof SeanCurran
Companywill articulate Curran'sphysicaland conceptualexplorationof landscapehaorizonandtime. The
collaborationwill serveasthe centerpieceof a touring programincludingrepertory by both companies
that haspotentialto attract andbuild audiencesacrosgyenres

Both The Y A ¥y Singéarsand the SeanCurran Companypromote a shared philosophythrough their
commitmentto buildingand educatingaudienceghrough international touring, free and reducedprice
performancesand an extensiveannualteachingschedule Thiscollaborativeprogrampresentsa wealth
of opportunities for classesin dance and vocal techniques, post-performance Q&A'sand & a S Béi
I NJi dvents £

The SeanCurranCompanyand TheY A Y Singérgplan an autumn 2012residencyfor the rehearsaland
premiereof this collaboration,with additionaltouring datesthereafter. Forthis new projectthe creative
team will include Mark Randallof World Studio(who will createan architecturallyinspiredset), lighting
designerJoeDoranand costumedesignerChristinaBullard

N>



The latest recruitsto the acclaimed King's Singers passed
a gruelling test to prove his worth, as Classic FM observed

Andrew Stewart plolog

ou could be the very model of a
male ensemble vocalist and still
fall far short of the grade required
for membership of The King’s
Singers. The job clearly demands
a fine voice and superb musicianship. Good
humour, an appetite for airline food and the
constitution of a rhinoceros are also on the list
of essentials for life with one of the busiest and
most travelled of all British chamber music
groups. Introspective loners, unless blessed
with more front than Brighton, need not apply.
The King’s Singers jointly collected
sufficient air miles last season to merit a ride
on the next Space Shuttle, thanks not least to
top-drawer dates in Beijing, Rome, Salzburg,
Kuala Lumpur, Jerusalem, Seoul and Taipei,
two tours of the United States, and trips in
between to everywhere from Trondheim
to Tewkesbury. The group’s diary routinely
includes around 130 concerts a year, most of
them overseas. When they’re not performing
or in transit, a healthy slice of remaining

38 crassic fu

by Simon Fernandez

King’s Singers time is occupied by recording
dates, rehearsal sessions and just about every
‘promotional opportunity’ imaginable, from
breakfast telly and broadsheet interviews to
online video diaries and blogs.

There may be tougher ways to earn a
living, but singing with a head cold, while
jet-lagged or after a dinner of unidentifiable
meat products are among the occupational
irritations that niggle individual King’s Singers
and put team spirit to the test. Sell-out dates at
Carnegie Hall, Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw
or the Royal Albert Hall clearly offer serious
staff compensations. Since its formation in
1968, the group’s turnover of members has
been strikingly low. Six of its ‘first generation’
chalked up a combined service record of 128
years; their 16 successors have devoted almost
150 years to the trong ensemble’s cause.

Stephen Connolly, the latest to join the list
of ex-King’s Singers, entered the ranks straight
from Guildhall School of Music in 1987.

Before leaving to take up fresh challenges as

The new line-up of The King’s Singers is set to entertain
its fans from 1 October when Jonathan officially joins the team

head of vocal studies at Cheltenham Ladies’
College, the bass helped choose his su

He invited Classic FM magazine to witness
the final of the search for the twenty-
third King’s Singer, offering access to a deal
usually done behind closed doors. Four singers,
survivors of an earlier round of auditions,
came to the Royal Society of Musicians, where
they received full road tests as Connolly’s
deputies for the day, each expected to rehearse
and perform seven contrasting King’s Singers
pieces. The prospects negotiated a veritable
vocal obstacle course, one liberally scattered
with stumbling blocks and pitfalls assembled
from four centuries of music history.




An Italian madrigal by the German
Schiitz, arrangements of Phil the Fluter’s Ball
and Harry Connick Jr’s Recipe for Love, and
Bairstow’s sublime Music When Soft Vouwes Die
exposed individual strengths and weaknesses.
Nerves were racked to the detriment of two
candidates; two others took to the ensemble
like King’s Singers to English madrigals. One
was undone by thinking too hard about the
sounds he produced, another by being almost
too polished and not malleable enough to
adapt to his prospective colleagues’ sounds.

Connoisseurs of group psychology would
doubtless appreciate the subtle and not
so subtle ways in which those doing the
auditioning set about making an artificial
process appear as natural as possible. ‘Do you
have [perfect] pitch?” Connolly asked one
of the hopefuls. A negative reply prompted
countertenor David Hurley, whose pitching is
laser-beam accurate, to lighten the mood with
irony. “That’ll be useful,” he said. Christopher
Gabbitas, who joined in 2003, offered calming

words after a candidate strayed off-piste in
Ligeti’s The Alphabet (anything but as easy
as A to Z). ‘It’s more of a rehearsal than an
audition, really,” he observed.

Successful applicant Jonathan Howard,
fine of voice, button bright and clearly a
team player, looked completely at home in
the King’s Singers set-up. Life is set to change
for the 23-year old, a graduate of Oxford’s
New College and alumnus of its famed choir.
He’d been doing something in the City for
the past few months, although was so fresh to
the job that he found it impossible to detail its

HEAR THEM ON...

Swimming Over London
The King's Singers

Stephen Connolly's farewell
disc beguiles with rich close
harmony arrangements

of jazz-inspired songs.
Signum Classics SIGCD192

responsibilities in his glittering CV. He makes
his debut as a King’s Singer on 1 October in
the French alpine resort of Aix-les-Bains. His
fluency in the local language and all-round
linguistic skills should come in handy as his
new career unfolds. Time will tell, though, if
he has the stamina to cope with the regular
round of singing a dozen concerts in as many
different venues within a fortnight’s span.
Connolly is convinced his successor is
made of the right stuff. ‘I'm thrilled that we
have managed to find such an energised and
talented musician as Johnny,” he says. The new
King’s Singer rehearsed with the group in July
to ensure a smooth transition. ‘After so many
years and so many incredible experiences I'm
going to miss being with the group,” observes
the outgoing bass. ‘When you're on the inside,
you don’t always appreciate what a force
it is to have six people working together to
reach shared artistic goals. That’s a powerful
thing and one of the reasons why The King’s
Singers will be around for decades to come.” ll
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